

  HAPPISBURGH PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HAPPISBURGH PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON MONDAY 9TH JANUARY 2023 IN THE WENN EVANS CENTRE AT 7.30PM 
Present:

Cllr D Mole (Chairman), Cllr G Siely, Cllr T Balls, Cllr S Stockton, Cllr T Beane, Cllr V Howson, Cllr T Love, Cllr C Siely
J Beardshaw - Clerk
9 members of the public
1. To welcome those present.  The Chairman thanked those present for attending the meeting and welcomed the members of the public.  
2. To consider apologies for absence.  Cllr Ritchie had sent her apologies, which were accepted
3. To receive Declarations of Interest on agenda items. Cllr C Siely noted an interest in any discussions regarding Vattenfall.  Cllr Love noted an interest in any matters pertaining to Vattenfall
4. To agree the minutes of the meeting of Happisburgh Parish Council held on Monday 12th December 2022. APPROVED
5. Councillor Reports (as presented)

5.1. Chairman’s report. The Chairman noted that there was nothing in particular to report which was not otherwise noted on the agenda.  The Chairman noted that there had been some disrespectful behaviour at the previous meeting and that he did not expect the current and future meetings to have anything less than respectful behaviour.
5.2. The Chairman noted that the planning application for the roll back of the car park was progressing through the planning department at NNDC.  He noted that the erosion would not stop, but that the car park could lose access at any moment
6. Correspondence
6.1. Poster for information regarding Local Authorities.  The Council agreed the poster, which could be used on noticeboards
6.2. NNDC.  Mammoth Marathon 2023.  May 21st.  Noted.  
6.3. Update on the Community Household Fund.  The Clerk explained that she had tried very hard to put in a successful bid to the CHF, but that she had not been successful.  The Council agreed that the Clerk should put some wording together for the Church News
6.4. Update on Nagels / P&D machine tickets.  The Clerk would work on obtaining new tickets with the Council Vat number on
6.5. Tender received (late) for car park concession (for information).  The Clerk would speak with the tender applicant and let them know that they had not been successful.
6.6. First responders.  Thank you note.  Noted
7. Adjourn the meeting at 1950 hrs for public session / comments on planning applications and any other matters

7.1. District and County Councillor reports.  
7.2. Public participation
County / District Councillor Lucy Shires had attended the meeting at 2029, at which point the meeting was adjourned for her to speak as she had not attended the meeting in time for the public session
7.3. Reconvene the meeting
The meeting was reconvened at 1952 hrs
8. Agenda items
8.1. To update the Council on VAT matters.  The Clerk explained that the Parkinson Partnership, who the Council had employed to advise on VAT matters, had worked with her to confirm the final figures for the VAT return for all previous years.  The VAT returns for the previous six years would be added to the first two quarters of the current financial year and the payment would be made for all the resulting VAT by 7th February 2023.  The Clerk explained that the Council had taken the VAT through the car park (benchmarking prices against other local car parks) and needed to pay the resulting VAT that hadn’t been paid in the previous six years.  The Clerk noted, for the benefit of those members of the general public at the meeting, that the Council had been discussing the VAT requirements over the last six months and were aware that the VAT would need to be paid.  The Clerk would finalise the figures and pay the VAT as required and submit a full VAT return.  It was noted that in future VAT would be calculated quarterly by the Clerk using Scribe software and Making Tax Digital. County Councillor Lucy Shires addressed the meeting and congratulated the Council on the transparent and honest way that the Council had approached the VAT issue.  The Clerk noted that no penalty was due, the Council would simply be paying in one large lump the resulting VAT bill from almost seven years of unpaid VAT.  All Councillors agreed to submit the VAT return and pay the resulting VAT bill with the exception of one Councillor who (whilst noting the above) wished to ask for a third opinion on the court case between HMRC and The Isle of Wight Council which set precedent for the VATable supply of off-street car parking in England. https://www.britishparking.co.uk/write/Documents/Library%202016/VAT_on_Off_Street_Parking_Aug_2016.pdf
8.2. To confirm a date for the May Parish Council meeting / Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and Annual Parish Meeting following the announcement of Monday 8th May as a bank holiday.  New date 15th May 2023.  Councillor attendance required.  Noted
8.3. To consider the possible placement of a village flag on the recreation ground (potentially to be postponed to the February meeting).  This item was postponed to the February meeting as it was anticipated that Cllr Ritchie would wish to be involved
8.4. To consider writing to the Wenn Evans Committee to offer to assist financially (in the form of a donation) for parishioners to use the Wenn Evans Centre).  Councillors did not wish to undertake this, and felt that the Wenn Evans Centre should be self funding.  Councillors considered how long it would be until the Wenn Evans could take receipt of the Solar monies and noted that it may be up to 5 years.  
8.5. To consider ‘underwriting’ any potential underfunding of the T&T bell works, prior to further fundraising, so that the T&T bell project can be progressed without further delays. The Council did not wish to support the T&T bell with any further monies, as had been agreed at previous meetings.  The Council were keen to hear more news about the T&T bell as and when there are updates available.  The Council thanked a representative from the T&T bell committee for attending the meeting
9. Financial Matters.  To check finance report 

9.1. To confirm receipts as follows. 
9.1.1. Car Park receipts as periodically reported
9.2. The Council agreed the following payments
PC account

	2022
	977
	Clerk salary, expenses 
	664.43
	

	
	978
	HMRC Tax 
	77.20
	

	
	979
	Norfolk Pension Fund (part paid by Clerk)
	211.69
	


CP account
	
	599
	Roy Cornell January
	1081.28
	

	
	600
	Bryony Nierop-Reading.  Gate opening / closing
	87.00
	

	
	601
	SIM Home Improvements.  Car Park and village works
	1,040.00
	

	3.12.22
	DD
	Wave Water  
	323.00
	

	7.12.22
	DD
	British Gas
	38.81
	1.84

	
	DD TBC
	HMRC VAT previous years and the current financial year
	71,916.01
	

	
	602
	Cancelled
	
	

	16.12.22
	603
	Flowbird Smart City UK Ltd
	70.30
	11.72

	
	604
	Happisburgh Craft Club donation
	100.00
	

	
	605
	Hopkins Ecology.  Habitat survey
	360.00
	60.00


9.3
To note ongoing works from internal audit recommendations

	Play area risk assessment
	Clerk emailed RM 16.01.23

	Statement of Internal Control including how cash is managed from the P&D machine
	Clerk circulated 16.01.23

	General Reserves Policy
	To be written and circulated


9. Planning: 
9.1. Planning applications:  
9.1.1. AP/22/0012.  The Wishing Well, The Street.  New dwelling.  Appeal refused.  Noted
9.1.2. PF/22/2844.  Willow Farm Cottage, demolition of existing single-storey flat roof rear extension and replacement with two-storey pitched roof rear extension with dormer window.  Supported
10.2
Planning Decisions:
10. Items for the Church News – deadline 12th.  
11. Any further items at the Chairman’s discretion
11.1. Date of next meeting – Date of next meeting – The next meeting will take place on Monday 13th February 2023 at 7.30pm in the Wenn Evans Centre. 
12. The meeting was closed at 2118   hrs
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