
  HAPPISBURGH PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAPPISBURGH PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT THE WENN EVANS CENTRE ON 12th November 2018 AT 7.30PM

Present:

Cllr Berry (Chairman), Cllr G Siely, Cllr Ritchie, Cllr D Burke, Cllr Stockton, Cllr Mole, Cllr Newall, Cllr Love
Jo Beardshaw (Clerk)
14 members of the public
1. To consider apologies for absence.  Cllr C Siely had sent his apologies
2. To receive Declarations of Interest on agenda items.  Cllr Love declared an interest in any discussions regarding the car park on the basis that he owns some surrounding land.  He also declared an interest in item 7.3 on the basis that he owned part of the land under discussion
3. To agree the minutes of the meeting of Happisburgh Parish Council held on Monday 8th October and matters arising (for information only).  The minutes were agreed.  
4. Councillor reports
4.1 Chairman’s report including an update on the ramp.  The Chairman noted that the ramp had been recut in the last 48 hours, but that the toe of the ramp had again been lost the morning of the meeting.  He explained that with regard to the relocation of the rock, NNDC have the license but that a part of the license detailed that no work could be undertaken on unprotected clay surface.  The Chairman noted therefore that the archeologists were currently holding up the relocation of the rock and that it was simply a waiting game.  It was noted that the sand had not returned to the beach since the beginning of the year.  A lengthy general discussion was held regarding erosion, the rocks and the risks to the village
The Chairman had received an estimate from Peter Lawton, who had put some plans together regarding the possible car park extension.  He explained that with the bund, the road, the permissions and approximately 80 car parking spaces the price would be approximately £100K.  The Clerk noted that the Council had saved around £56,000 towards the relocation of the car park, to date, and would be putting some more funds towards the relocation at the December meeting
It was AGREED that Councillors would have a look at the possible relocation of the car park locations, and would discuss the matter at the following meeting

The Clerk would contact the Highways Engineer regarding the trees on Whimpwell Street opposite the pond as these trees needed checking.  In addition, there was a hole in the hedge where access had been gained from the road through the field.  This posed a hazard as it opened on to the road
4.2 Any further Councillor reports
5. Correspondence
5.1 Shaun Martin.  SAM2 sign update.  Mr Martin explained that 24,000 vehicles had been counted at Lighthouse Close with an overall average speed of 21 mph.  There was a request for the SAM2 to be placed on Whimpwell Street near to the Beach Road junction.  The Clerk would speak with Jon Winnett about this, and ask if the SAM2 could be used in both directions
5.2 Vattenfall.  Norfolk Boreas.  Statement of Community Consultation.  Noted.  The Chairman would be attending a meeting in King’s Lynn on Monday 10th December and would report back to the PC at the next meeting.  
5.3 Parishioner.  Potential for debris on the beach from caravan park.  This subject would be covered under item 7.1 below
5.4 NNDC.  Land ownership information request regarding a fence at the bottom of Doggett’s Lane – NNDC has suggested that the new dog bin be placed on this fence.  Councillors did not know who owned the fence, but felt happy that NNDC should place the dog bin on the fence.  Noted
5.5 Parishioner.  Metal stakes on the beach.  This subject would be covered under item 7.1 below
6 Adjourn the meeting for public session / comments on planning applications and any other matters

The meeting was adjourned at 8.32pm
6.1. District and County Councillor reports. County Cllr Eric Seward explained that he had spoken with the planning officer regarding the caravan park bund, with the following response: 
‘I have met with the applicant who explained that he at the moment cannot reach the approved height of the bunds due to the new electricity cables that have been installed on the land which is to benefit the whole village.  The cables appear to run alongside the bunds, but means he cannot excavate within 1 metre of the cables and makes increasing the height of the bunds very difficult.  Mr Lomax has now decided that he will submit a variation of condition application to apply to erect some acoustic fencing and possibly some hedging to negate any light / sound issues.  This will go through the full consultation processes’.
The meeting was reconvened at 9.30pm

7 Agenda items

7.1. To consider holding regular meetings with NNDC to discuss erosion / ramp and beach access.  The Clerk had received the following information from Rob Goodliffe of NNDC in response to various queries regarding metal shards on the beach and feedback concerning the rocks:
‘As you know NNDC continuously has the ramp at Happisburgh under review and a recut again took place recently.  We are working towards the movement of the rock sill in the New Year once the conditions for the consents have been discharged, this is assuming we can access across the beach without damaging any historically sensitive areas.  The Parish Council has raised a query regarding additional signage which I will discuss further below following discussion of a recently raised relevant local concern.
You will also be aware that there was an incident with a dog on the beach between Happisburgh and Walcott (Ostend) where failed piling has been exposed by low beaches.  We are pleased to hear the dog has made a good recovery.  Since the initial report last week and then subsequent reports, this section of beach has been inspected by the NNDC Coastal Engineer.  Prior to last week no concerns had been raised by members of the public to the coastal team.

To set the scene the section of coast between Ostend and Happisburgh is rural and relatively remote, but is used by local people and visitors.  The area is covered by ‘spreading room’ (open land seaward of the England Coast path – but not gardens, arable land etc.) as defined in the Marine and Coastal Access Act which provides a reduced liability to landowners for public access.  As with all public places people are expected to take reasonable care of themselves.   I will also highlight that on other locations elsewhere on the East coast some beaches are closed due to safety concerns with failed defences.  This is not a direction that the NNDC Coastal Team (Coastal Partnership East) would wish to pursue if at all possible or, I am certain, that would be favoured locally.  

In the short term in is clear there is understandable local concern.  We have considered a number of options for removing the visible remains of the piles.  However, this task, however implemented, would require significant resource.  Also it is unlikely that all remnants would be visible for removal and some would remain in the beach, hidden or partially hidden.  With the ‘obvious’ remnants removed it may provide a false impression of the beach and potential hazards hidden to users.  As such this may not be the best or most sensible course of action.  

At Happisburgh, Cart Gap and Ostend there are coastal signs identifying possible hazards to beach users.  Over the past year this has been added to by a number of signs at Happisburgh regarding the ramp and also unstable cliffs.   Additional signs have created more environmental clutter, not only detracting from the area but also in such cases, leading to more people ignoring all the signs rather than taking note (this is a common phenomenon).  As such additional signs would not in our opinion be an appropriate course of action.  However, there would be benefits in consolidating the existing signage and taking an opportunity to update the signage that was erected at the time the Pathfinder projects post 2010 at Beach Road, Cart Gap and Ostend.  As such we prose to audit what signage is already in place and assess the current needs and locations.  This signage could include some clear photographs of the area and potential hazards and in our opinion could be more effective.  

In the medium term NNDC believe the decommissioning of what remains of 10 to 12 of the groynes in this section where they have significantly failed would be appropriate.  Decommissioning of defences in some locations in North Norfolk, including this stretch is included in the adopted Shoreline Management Plan.  This would include extracting the remnant sheet piles. Some aspects of the revetment would also benefit from decommissioning.  Many of these structures have now deteriorated and do not provide significant coast protection.  This action would require discussions locally before it could be developed and proceed.  Should it be agreed to move this proposal forward, consents would be required and funds would need to be sought and allocated.  An initial estimate for this section would be £150-200k.  

It should also be noted that the section in front of Ostend where properties are located, sea defences are undergoing maintenance at present and it is also planned to receive nourishment as part of the wider Sandscaping Scheme.’

Following the information above, the Parish Council AGREED that it would like to have regular update meetings with NNDC in the Beach Road car park in order to maintain communication and also so that Councillors can advise parishioners more easily and update them on the status of the ramp / erosion / debris etc.  The Clerk would attempt to arrange the first meeting for January

7.2. To confirm numbers for a Parish Councillor training session Monday 19th November 7pm – 9pm and CPR event Tuesday 20th November.  All Councillors agreed to attend with the exception of the Chairman who would be at a Lighthouse meeting
7.3. To receive a presentation from Nicky Debbage of NNDC regarding Community Led Housing.  This presentation was held at the beginning of the meeting, ending at 8.05pm, when the meeting recommenced.  Ms Debbage had brought with her a representative from Broadland Housing and they referenced again, as in previous meetings how important it was to find local housing for local people.  She noted that 13% of homes in Happisburgh are holiday and second homes.  She informed the Council that NNDC had identified, in consultation with others, a piece of land with two sites beside each other, upon which could potentially be built 14 properties.  These properties might include 7 family houses with approximately 17 child bed spaces.  
7.4. To consider a donation request (postponed from the September meeting) from the Bowls Club for £1000.  The Parish Council AGREED to donate £500 to the bowls club
7.5. To consider a donation request from Happisburgh Craft Club for £200.  This request would be heard in March at the bi-annual donations meeting
8 Financial Matters.  The bank reconciliation and bank statements had been checked and signed by the Vice Chairman
8.1. The following receipts were noted for the period: 
8.2. The following payments were approved and cheques signed as follows:

6.1.1. PC account.  S/O.  Nest.  Clerk Pension.  £93.54 (paid by Clerk and PC)
6.1.2. PC account.  S/O.  URM glass.  £16.20 inc £2.70 VAT
6.1.3. PC account.  Chq 787.  HMRC.  Tax £45.40

6.1.4. PC account.  Chq 788.  Clerk salary and expenses November.  £485.25

6.1.5. PC account.  Chq 789.  NNDC.  Dog bins.  £875.16 inc £145.86 VAT

6.1.6. PC account.  Chq 790.  Norfolk ALC.  Councillor training.  £240 inc £40 VAT
6.1.7. CP account.  DD.  British Gas.  £27.90 inc £1.32 VAT

6.1.8. CP account.  Chq 263.  Roy Cornell.  November cleaning.  £445.50

6.1.9. CP account.  Chq 264.  K**** Y****.  P&D machine.  £256.70

6.1.10. CP account.  Chq 265.  Happisburgh School.  Donation.  £795

6.1.11. CP account.  Chq 266.  K*** R******.  Reimbursement for work on bench.  Donation.  £35

6.1.12. CP account.  Chq 267.  SIM Home Improvements.  Grass cutting, strimming and car park management (3 months).  £765

6.1.13. CP account.  Chq 268.  Parkeon Ltd.  Call out for P&D machine.  £212.40 inc £35.40 VAT

6.1.14. CP account.  Chq 269.  Community Heartbeat Trust.  Defibrillator pads.  £51.60 inc £8.60 VAT

6.1.15. CP account.  Chq 253.  CJ Siely and Son.  Mid-summer verge cutting.  £720 inc £120 VAT

6.1.16. CP account.  Chq 254.  Vocalvale.  CCTV equipment.  £ TBC
9. The following Planning applications were considered:
9.1. Caravan Park variation of conditions (not received as of 5.11.18) – information received from planning officer.  The Council would await this variation
9.2. PF/18/2040.  New Wave, Bush Drive.  Single storey rear extension following demolition of porch.  Cllr Mole would revert to the Clerk regarding this planning application
9.3. PF/18/1639.  AH Littlewoods Farm, Grub Street.  Conversion of an agricultural building to residential, including part demolition and reconstruction (retrospective).  
9.4. The Planning Inspectorate.  Norfolk Boreas Ltd.  Notification received that an application for an order granting development consent for the Norfolk Boreas Offshore Wind Farm will be made.  Procedural notification.  Consultation event.  Wednesday 14th November 1pm to 7pm.  Noted
9.5. PF/18/1989.  Pershore, 17 Doggetts Lane.  Erection of garage / boat store.  Supported
10. Items for the Parish News:
10.1. No items for the Parish News, but a request to work with the Parish News editor to see if a regular item could be put in the Parish News with no changes made
11. Any other items at the Chairman’s discretion
The Clerk would check with the cleaners to ensure that the gate was being regularly locked, following a report that the car park was locked six times during the month.  

The Parish Council agreed to undertake a survey of residents of Beach Road to ask if they would like passing places.  In addition, the survey would ask residents not to leave brown bin waste on the bank opposite their houses

Cllr Burke noted that Happisburgh School is a beach school and that the access to the beach is critical.  Cllr Burke suggested that a small meeting be held regularly to discuss erosion / the beach / the ramp and access to the beach.  Cty Cllr Seward recommended that the Parish Council argue to the planning inspector that Parish Council push for protection of the cliffs.  
12. Date of next meeting –TUESDAY 11TH December 2018.  7.30pm in the Wenn Evans Centre.  
The meeting closed at 9.40pm 
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