
  HAPPISBURGH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAPPISBURGH PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT THE WENN EVANS CENTRE ON 14th November 2016 AT 7.30PM

Present:

Cllr Glenn Berry (Chairman), Cllr George Siely, Cllr Kirsty Ritchie, Cllr Jan Newall, Cllr Dave Mole, Cllr D Burke, Cllr C Siely, Cllr S Stockton, Cllr T Love
Jo Beardshaw (Clerk)

9 members of the public
1. To consider apologies for absence.  All Councillors were present
2. To receive Declarations of Interest on agenda items. Cllr Burke declared an interest in item 5.2 on the basis that her husband is on the board of the Victory Housing Trust
3. To agree the minutes of the meeting of Happisburgh Parish Council held on Monday 10th October and matters arising (for information only).  The minutes were agreed.  
3.1 The Chairman noted that he was looking into purchasing a time clock for the cistern in the toilet block
3.2 The Chairman noted that he and the Clerk had held a meeting that morning with Justin Le-May the Highways Engineer.  
3.3 The Chairman had investigated the complaint of the trees becoming overgrown on the playing field.  He noted that one had been cut back and there was only one remaining property which had overgrowing trees.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Ritchie for her help with the signs on the playing field
4. Councillor Reports (as presented)
1.1 The Chairman asked the Council for its responses on the Vattenfall Norfolk Vanguard wind farm consultation.  Councillors AGREED not to send a response as yet as the discussions are ongoing regarding the location of where the cable will come in from the North Sea
The Chairman noted that Justin Le May had offered for the Parish Council to take over either or both types of verge cutting: the rural cutting and the urban cutting.  The urban cutting is generally undertaken by NCC (using a sub contractor) four to five times a year and the only locations in the village to be cut under the urban agreement is Coronation Close and Lighthouse Lane.  If the Parish Council wished to take this over there would be a written contract and NCC would be able to send the PC approximately £250 for it.  The Parish Council would need to use a mower, not a flail for this cutting.  The Parish Council AGREED that the Clerk could contact the Highways Engineer and confirm that the Parish Council are interested in taking the next steps and considering the contract.

The Chairman also explained that the rural verge cutting comprises around 46 km of verges around the village.  The Parish Council discussed the various complexities involved in this because the verges are on the highway, such as insurance, legal requirements and health and safety concerns, as well as the additional work for the Parish Council itself.  The Clerk was asked to speak with the Parish Council insurers on the subject and to revert at the next meeting
1.2 Cllr Newall noted that the Wenn Evans has two new regular bookings.  She also asked the Parish Council to consider again the resurfacing of the car park.  The Parish Council gave the Chairman delegated authority to arrange for a lorry load of planings to be used to fill in the potholes outside the Wenn Evans Centre.  

1.3 Cllr Siely confirmed that the allotment tenants who were not gardening their allotment had received their monitoring letter and their warning letter and that the Clerk would be sending an eviction letter to them
2. Correspondence
2.1 PCSO report.  The Clerk noted that the PCSO had been unable to attend the meeting, but had sent a report as follows:  there had been two crime reports since the previous meeting, with both crimes relating to assaults between two parties on 6th November.  
2.2 Paul Pitcher, Wellington Construction.  Public consultation event.  16th November 3pm to 7pm.  There was some discussion that the event may finish at 6.30pm rather than 7pm.  Noted
2.3 John Brooks, resident.  Suggestion regarding car parks in the village.  The Chairman read the email from John Brooks.  Councillors noted that the Parish Council is up to capacity with managing one car park and would not be looking to take on another.  In addition, Councillors noted that the long term plan with pathfinder and the car park build was that the car park would roll back as it is affected by erosion.  The financing and land purchase is already within the plan for the roll back.  
2.4 NCC Highways.  Confirmation of approval for SAM2 sign to be used on Beach Road on rotation.  Noted
2.5 Happisburgh Craft Club.  Request for £200 donation to cover the 2017 year.  £76 donated in July 2015 and £76 donated in January 2016.  The Parish Council AGREED this donation and would be making the payment at the January meeting.  It was agreed that all future donation requests, unless urgent, would only be dealt with at the March and September meetings, to be paid at the April and October meetings.
2.6 NNDC.  Precept request.  To be returned by 23 December 2016. NNDC had written to the Parish Council enclosing the required documentation for the precept request.  They had also outlined information which Councils were required to be aware of prior to setting precept.  Firstly, that the Local Government Finance Act 1992 places restrictions on members voting if they are in arrears with their council tax.  This not only applies to the setting of the council tax but also for the setting of precepts by precepting bodies, for example parish councils.  In addition, the letter set out the new details of the local council tax support scheme.  As in previous years, the Council had decided to offer a grant to all those parish and town councils who accepted a grant in the previous year, but to reduce the grant by 11%.  This is in line with the overall changes in external funding anticipated by the District Council.  The amount of the grant for Happisburgh PC in 2017/18 has been set at £375.
2.7 NNDC.  Transparency code information.  Particularly a note that paper applications of planning applications will stop in April 2017.  In addition to the above information regarding precept setting, NNDC had written to the Council to outline that there is a greater requirement for transparency with smaller authorities and that this has cost implications which may be mitigated through the national Transparency Fund, which could potentially cover buying laptops, website management and training costs.  With the exception of major planning applications, the District Council will no longer be providing parish councils with paper copies of planning applications from 1st April 20-17 and therefore Parish Councils may wish to invest in appropriate technology to assist in the new way of working.  
2.8 BT Payphone removal consultation.  Happisburgh is due to lose a payphone O/S 23 and 24 Coronation Close.  Cllr Burke suggested that if the Clerk write to BT and explain that the mobile phone signal in the area is poor BT may well not remove the telephone.  The Parish Council AGREED this.  The Clerk would write to BT
2.9 Valuation Office Agency.  Revaluation of Car Park.  Noted
6 Adjourn the meeting for public session / comments on planning applications and any other matters

The meeting was adjourned at 9.10pm

6.1. District and County Councillor reports. 
6.2. Mike Trivett noted that coaches could not get into the Wenn Evans Car park because cars are parking in the way.  The Parish Council asked the Clerk to purchase 2 x A3 signs saying ‘NO PARKING’
The meeting was reconvened at 9.35pm

7 Agenda items

7.1. To consider setting precept for FY 2017/18.  The Parish Council had reviewed the budget and considered its financial requirements for the financial year 2017/2018.  Councillors noted that the required income for the Parish Council is £9,620 but that this could be significantly offset by income from the Car Park.  The Parish Council therefore resolved to retain the precept request at £3750 for the financial year 2017/2018.  The precept request was agreed and signed at the meeting
7.2. To consider the purchase of a seating arrangement at the top of the ramp.  This item was postponed to the following meeting
7.3. To consider Councillor training with NALC.  This item was postponed to the following meeting
8 Financial Matters.  The bank reconciliation and bank statements had been checked and signed by the Vice Chairman
8.1. The following receipts were noted for the period: 

8.1.1. EON credit.  Solar panels.  £304.30

8.1.2. NCC.  Bottle bank recycling March to September.  £278.86

The following payments were approved and cheques signed as follows:

8.2. PC account.  S/O.  Nest.  Clerk Pension.  £68.46 (£48.90 from PC)

8.3. PC account.  Chq 704.  Clerk salary and expenses.  £481.12

8.4. PC account.  Chq 705.  HMRC.  Post office Ltd.  Tax.  £39.40

8.5. PC account.  Chq 706.  Happisburgh Cricket Club.  Petrol for mower.  £500

8.6. PC account.  Chq 707.  Fit2Run (Sonya Powley).  Refund for hi-vis running vests for new running group in the village.  £94.41

8.7. PC account.  Chq 708.  Mazars.  External audit.  £390 inc £65 VAT

8.8. CP account.  DD.  British Gas. £40.84.  21.10.16

8.9. CP Account.  Chq 154.  Roy Cornell.  November work.  £405.00

8.9.1. CP Account.  Chq 155.  Katharine Yuill.  Car park work September and October.  £262.50

9 The following planning applications were discussed:
9.1. None
10 The following planning decisions were noted:
10.1. NNDC.  PF/16/1192.  Maple Lodge, Grub Street.  One and a half storey dwelling to replace existing mobile home, with retention of existing outbuildings.  Permitted.  Noted
12. Items for the Parish News:
a. Donations policy
13. Any other Business
a. Cllr Ritchie had spoken with the Sunday football team regarding blue paint which also had roundup in it being used, which was then killing the grass
b. The Council congratulated Cllr C Siely for his involvement in representing the RNLI at the Cenotaph on 13th November for the first time in the Charity’s history
14. Date of next meeting – Monday 12th December 2016
The meeting closed at 9.55pm
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