
  HAPPISBURGH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAPPISBURGH PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT THE WENN EVANS CENTRE ON 9th January 2017 AT 7.30PM

Present:

Cllr Glenn Berry (Chairman), Cllr George Siely, Cllr Kirsty Ritchie, Cllr Dave Mole, 
Jo Beardshaw (Clerk)

9 members of the public
1. To consider apologies for absence.  Cllr Burke, Love, Newall, Stockton and C Siely had sent apologies
2. To receive Declarations of Interest on agenda items. None 
3. To agree the minutes of the meeting of Happisburgh Parish Council held on Monday 12th December 2016, and matters arising (for information only).  The minutes were agreed.  
3.1 The Chairman noted that he was still looking into purchasing a time clock for the cistern in the toilet block
4. Chairman’s report
4.1 The Chairman had spoken with Rob Goodliffe at NNDC, who had confirmed that NNDC had taken control of Felicity bungalow and would remove it before the upcoming high tide.  The Chairman also noted that there would be a topographical Survey of the Vanguard area between 10th and 14th January.  
4.2  Other Councillors’ reports
4.2.1 Cllr G Siely noted that some tenants at the allotments had worked hard to clear up some of the mess at the allotments which was not of their own making.  Cllr Siely recommended that the Council should pay for a skip in order to remove the rubbish.  The Parish Council AGREED to pay for a skip for the removal of the rubbish.  The Chairman would speak with Carl Bird to order a skip
4.2.2 Cllr Ritchie noted that PAT tests would be undertaken in the Pavilion during the week
1. Correspondence
1.1 PCSO report.  PCSO Esther Biglin had been unable to attend the meeting as she was on a rest day.  She had emailed the Clerk to noted that there had been one crime reported from the area during the month; that of the theft of tools from Beach Road.  This had taken place between 3rd and 13th December.  PCSO Biglin had also noted that the latest policing priorities are speeding in Lessingham, anti-social behaviour in Horning and theft prevention over the festive period.  Noted
1.2 NNDC.  Confirmation that NNDC will object directly to BT to the removal of the payphone outside 23/ 24 Coronation Close.  Noted
1.3 NCC.  Email regarding Urban grass cutting.  Justin Le May, the Highways Engineer, had written as follows: ‘in light of the Parish Council taking on the urban grass cutting for next year, plase find attached the latest information as to what is cut within Happisburgh under the current North Norfolk urban schedules and the 2016 rate that you would be paid to do so.  Subject to proceeding, the agreement of delegation will need to be signed.  Also please note that the rate may be subject to change depending on the indices uplift for next year’.  Councillors had reviewed the information and confirmed that they wished to take over the grass cutting for the year.  The Clerk would add the delegated agreement to the next agenda and would inform Mr Le-May accordingly. 
1.4 NCC.  Email regarding problems at the end of Beach Road.  Justin Le-May at NCC Highways had written to say that there is a legal TRO along the Northern section of Beach Road (No Waiting at any time Monday – Sunday 24 hours).  To raise awareness and to try and help the parking problems around the junction area, Mr Le May had agreed to arrange for the repainting of the yellow lines in the Spring.  Noted
1.5 NCC.  Signage at the junction of Beach Road / Whimpwell Street.  Justin Le May had also noted that he hoped to be in a position to discuss further the possibility of highways installing a new advisory (specified traffic prohibited) sign.  He had noted that the format of the sign would depend on whether or not the PC choose to enforce height restrictions at the car park etc
1.6 NCC.  Update on the Bush Estate.  Mr Le-May May had also noted the following, on the subject of the Bush Estate:  ‘We continue to get correspondence from residents living on the Estate. I have attached a plan which highlights in green the sections along Cart Gap Road and Church Lane which are maintained by NCC. As the roads within this estate (apart from the sections mentioned above) are un-adopted and therefore cannot be maintained by Norfolk County Council. The responsibility of the maintenance of these roads lay entirely with the landowner/s. Norfolk County Council does not hold any records of who may own the roads. The residents living in the Bush Estate will need to contact Land Registry for this information https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/land-registry Whilst we appreciate the concerns of residents of the Bush Estate, as the majority of this estate is privately owned Norfolk County Council are not able to assist.
 

Under current legislation, including S230 HA 1980, the County Council, as Highway Authority, has no duty, power or authority to repair or offer financial assistance towards the maintenance of an un-adopted road.

 

The majority of frontages may request the highway authority to make up the street to an adoptable standard and therefore remove their future liability by getting the street adopted as public highway maintainable at the public expense. However in our experience, due to the fact this would be at some considerable expense to the frontages, such a process, known as the “street works code” is almost never initiated by frontages. If the Highway Authority, by resolution, decided a private street should be brought up to adoptable standard it would serve a notice on frontages. The frontages can appeal the decision however if the appeal is not upheld or the notices are not appealed the authority can carry out the works at the expense of the frontages. Thereafter the road is maintained at public expense. This procedure has very largely fallen into disuse.

 

Under S230 HA1980 where repairs are needed to “obviate danger to traffic” the authority may give notice to require the frontages to execute repairs whether the street is or is not highway. The highway authority has no right to execute repairs except if other legislation applies. Due to the understandable concern that initiating such action causes it has not been used in Norfolk in the last (approximately) 25 years.

 

It is a matter of personal choice for people to purchase a property on and use private streets. When doing so they would normally be advised of the problems that may be encountered in the future regarding maintenance and improvement of their means of access. This may, or may not, be reflected in the purchase price of any property on an un-adopted road. Whilst the costs of any maintenance and improvement should remain the responsibility of the frontages, it is still the case where we would be willing to offer advice only about basic maintenance and improvement. This does not mean we will carry out the work itself’.  Noted
1.7 Update on Lighthouse Close drainage cleansing.  The Council had not in the past  paid for any the annual cleansing / inspection of the complete drainage system. The Chairman noted that he would discuss this with NCC Highways and revert
6 Adjourn the meeting for public session / comments on planning applications and any other matters

The meeting was adjourned at 7.59pm

6.1. District and County Councillor reports. County Councillor Seward noted that the ‘pot’ of required money for the sandscaping at Bacton was around £1.9 million and that the finances were not currently available.  He noted that the project was going ahead with consultation.  
Cty Cllr Seward urged those present to comment on the Boundary consultation which was currently underway.  He noted that Happisburgh would be within the same area as East Ruston and Lessingham, but would lose Walcott

Cty Cllr Seward also noted that in Norfolk there is an over-representation of older people and that Social Services were stretched.  NCC had asked Central Government for additional funds to finance the additional requirement for Adult Social Care, but Central Government had refused, and NCC would need to increase Council tax specifically to pay for it.

Mike Trivett asked the Council for an update on Gang Mowers for the Playing Field.  The Chairman would research this
The meeting was reconvened at 8.09pm

7 Agenda items

7.1. To consider a bench at the top of the ramp at the beach.  Deferred due to the Deep Coast application, which could consider benches within the NNDC application
7.2. To consider how to manage planning applications in the future as no paper applications will be sent to the Parish Council.  The Clerk explained that in April no further paper applications would be received by the Parish Council and applications would need to be reviewed online prior to Parish Council meetings.  The Clerk recommended that the Parish Council nominate a Chairman of the Planning Committee who would take the lead in reviewing all applications and present his / her thoughts to the Parish Council.  The Clerk also noted that no future time extensions would be granted so some applications would need to be agreed outside of PC meetings.  She noted that larger applications would be given more time
7.3. To approve a letter to be included with all donations / grants.  The Clerk had circulated a letter by email, which was AGREED with the addition of the words ‘if they are not attempting this (The Parish Council has agreed that I should write to all recipients of donations to encourage them to become self-funding, if they are not already attempting this).  
8 Financial Matters.  The bank reconciliation and bank statements had been checked and signed by the Vice Chairman
8.1. The following receipts were noted for the period: 

8.1.1. None
The following payments were approved and cheques signed as follows:

8.1 PC account.  S/O.  Nest.  Clerk Pension.  £91.01 (£50.56 from PC)

8.2. PC account.  D/D.  URM.  Glass.  £28.80 inc £4.80 VAT

8.3. PC account.  Chq 714.  Happisburgh Coast Watch.  Donation (GPC).  £250

8.4. PC account.  Chq 715.  Melanie Martin (Happisburgh Craft Club).  Donation (GPC).  £200

8.5. PC account.  Chq 716.  Clerk salary and expenses.  £467.57

8.6. PC account.  Chq 717.  HMRC.  Post Office Ltd.  £42.80

8.7. CP account.  DD.  British Gas. TBC

8.8. CP Account.  Chq 158.  Mr R Cornell.  January work.  £418.50

8.9. CP account.  Chq 159.  Katharine Yuill.  £106.70

9 The following planning applications were discussed:
9.1. None
10 The following planning decisions were noted:
10.1. PF/16/1525.  West Barn, Church Farm, Blacksmiths Lane.  Variation of condition 2 of planning permission to permit full residential occupation of Unit 2.  Permitted.  Noted
12. Items for the Parish News:
a. Request for donations and grants
13. Any other Business
a. None
14. Date of next meeting – Monday 13th February 2017
The meeting closed at 8.18pm
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