
  HAPPISBURGH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAPPISBURGH PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT THE WENN EVANS CENTRE ON 10th October 2016 AT 7.30PM

Present:

Cllr Glenn Berry (Chairman), Cllr George Siely, Cllr Kirsty Ritchie, Cllr Jan Newall, Cllr Dave Mole, Cllr D Burke, Cllr C Siely, Cllr S Stockton
Jo Beardshaw (Clerk)

18 members of the public
1. To consider apologies for absence.  Cllr Love sent his apologies – he had been unable to attend due to another meeting
2. To receive Declarations of Interest on agenda items. Cllr Mole declared an interest in item 9.1 on the basis that he is employed by the applicant
3. To agree the minutes of the meeting of Happisburgh Parish Council held on Monday 12th September and matters arising (for information only).  The minutes were agreed.  
3.1 Cllr C Siely – update on Tidal Bell.  Cllr C Siely explained that the group behind the Tidal Bell were now at a stage where they were ready to apply for planning.  
3.2 The Clerk – information on low-water-usage urinals for car park.  The Clerk had spoken with a company which specialised in low-water / no-water urinals.  She had received the advice that probably the urinals had a faulty PIR system which simply needed testing.  She advised that a lever operated stoptap was required for the cistern feed, so that the cleaners could then switch the water off when they lock the toilet block every night, and switch it back on in the morning
3.3 The Chairman – NNDC advice on possibly expanding the Beach Road car park.  The Chairman had spoken with NNDC who had seemed positive about the idea of working towards an extension of the car park.  He noted that as a long term plan, the Parish Council had always wished to ‘roll back’ the car park as the erosion starts to endanger the present car park.  The Chairman noted that he was still trying to speak with the owner of Happisburgh Manor regarding the purchase or rent of the strip of land beside Beach Road.  Cllr C Siely suggested that if the path could be purchased or rented by the Parish Council, it could perhaps consider putting passing places on Beach Road to mitigate the effects of any potential extra traffic
4. Councillor Reports (as presented)
1.1 The Chairman noted that he and the Clerk would be having a meeting with the Highways Officer in November.  He urged anyone with any comments to make to the Highways Officer to contact him prior to the meeting. 
1.2 The Chairman noted that he had received a complaint about trees growing over from the playing field to the gardens.  He noted that he would look into this himself
1.3 The Chairman noted that the SAM2 sign was being used in various locations around the village
1.4 The Chairman asked Mike Trivett, as the President of the Cricket Club, to explain the recent bad press about Happisburgh Cricket Club.  Mr Trivett explained the situation and also noted that the Cricket Club AGM would be taking place the following Sunday
2. Correspondence
2.1 PCSO report.  The Clerk noted that the PCSO had been unable to attend the meeting, but had sent a report as follows:  between 25th and 27th September there had been a theft of a Harley Davison motorcycle from a garage.  This was the only crime which had taken place within the month
2.2 Paul Pitcher, Wellington Homes.  Mr Pitcher had confirmed that he would be organising a village meeting at the Wenn Evans Centre to discuss the forthcoming application for open market and affordable homes
2.3 CPRE.  Request for the Parish Council to consider joining CPRE to lobby central government to oppose new housing targets.  The Clerk explained that CPRE were opposing the government housing targets which are currently under consideration to be included in revised local plans to 2036.  Their argument is that Happisburgh is covered by the Core Strategy for North Norfolk which includes plans for 9488 new houses (2001 – 2021), but that by the end of March 2016 only 5409 of the dwellings had been completed.  The CPRE argue that no additional allocations are required until the 9488 have been built.  The Parish Council asked the Clerk to send this information on to them via email for consideration
2.4 Mazars external auditors.  Receipt of audit.  Noted
2.5 Vattenfall.  Update on proposed offshore windfarm.  Information consultation in Happisburgh 19th October.  Councillors were planning to attend the consultation on the 19th October
2.6 NALC.  Precept Consultation.  LAIS document – precept consultation.  Central Government had published a paper entitled ‘Local Government Finance Settlement: Technical Consultation Paper’, which had been published on 15th September 2016.  NALC had noted that all councils will be affected and will wish to consider making a response to this important consultation on fundamental aspects of their financial arrangement.  The document had noted that the proposal is ‘that referendum principles are introduced for town and parish councils whose Band D precept is higher than that of the lowest charging district council for 2016/17 (£75.46) and which have a total precept for 2016/17 of at least £500,000 while taking account of transfers of responsibilities, and that consideration is given to the extension of referendums to all local precepting authorities’.  The Chairman noted that the threat of a referendum on precept was real but that it would be some time before this would affect Ludham, which has a Band D precept of around £10 per annum.  The Council AGREED that it did not wish to respond to the consultation 
2.7 NCC Highways.  ‘The complete Highway drainage system’ (in Happisburgh and Walcott) ‘will be checked and cleaned out on 16th October’.  Noted
2.8 NCC Highways.  Confirmation that all remedial grass cutting has been completed.  Noted
2.9 Gavin Barnwell MP.  Letter regarding The Neighbourhood planning bill.  The letter detailed a new bill which had been introduced which is designed to strengthen neighbourhood planning.  He had noted that the compulsory purchase order process had been simplified and that new measures would ensure that planning conditions which require developers to take action before work starts are only used where strictly necessary. Cllrs agreed that at this stage they did not see fit to work on a Neighbourhood Plan.  Noted
6 Adjourn the meeting for public session / comments on planning applications and any other matters
The meeting was adjourned at 7.55pm

6.1. District and County Councillor reports. 
It was noted that some dog walkers had been confused over the new sign regarding dogs on the pitches.  Cllr Ritchie kindly offered to alter the wording

Cllr Mole thanked, in his absence, Cllr Love for cutting the pathway to Ostend

Various members of the public (in the majority residents of Beach Road) held a discussion with Councillors regarding a possible extension to the car park.  Parishioners put their point of view across.  Councillors pointed out that the subject had not been on the agenda for discussion and would not be, until such time as NNDC had agreed that it was a sensible idea for consultation with the village.  When the subject was on the agenda for discussion the residents of Beach Road should review the suggestions and attend the relevant Parish Council meeting(s)
Bryony Nierop-Reading noted that she felt that there remained an issue with the locking of the car park. 

It was noted that a dog bin at the end of Lighthouse Lane (near the Old Owl Barn) was badly overgrown with brambles and was often overflowing.  Cllr G Siely kindly offered to cut the brambles back

Cty Cllr Seward was asked about Better Broadband in some parts of the village.  He explained that this was currently programmed for 2018

Cty Cllr Seward suggested that the Clerk contact the Highways Engineer and request that the SAM2 could be positioned on Beach Road for a period

Cty Cllr Seward was asked about the possibility of yellow lines at the end of Beach Road.  He explained that the cost was overly prohibitive, with a figure of around £5,000 for a few yards of yellow lines.  Cllr Seward suggested that perhaps a white ‘H’ could be used.  The District Councillor noted that within a conservation area this may not be possible

Cty Cllr Seward noted that (with regard to item 5.3 above) the District Council had been tasked with finding space for a further 10,000 houses between 2019 and 2039 and that it is their statutory duty to co-operate.  He did note, though, that no significant housing would probably be planned for the Happisburgh area

Cty Cllr Seward updated the Council on the situation with Devolution and explained that NCC would be holding a meeting on November 21st to decide as to whether or not they would vote to go ahead.  He noted that if NCC voted not to take the process further it was unlikely to go any further

District Councillor Lee Walker explained that three of the most senior officers at NCC had left to move to Great Yarmouth.  
The meeting was reconvened at 8.20pm
7 Agenda items

7.1. To confirm receipt of financial information prior to the preliminary consideration of the precept in November.  Councillors AGREED that the documentation which they had been given gave them enough information to make an informed decision regarding the precept
8 Financial Matters.  The bank reconciliation and bank statements had been checked and signed by the Vice Chairman
8.1. The following receipts were noted for the period: 

8.1.1. NNDC.  Grant £210.  Precept £1875.  Total £2085

The following payments were approved and cheques signed as follows:

8.2. PC account.  S/O.  Nest.  Clerk Pension.  £66.25 (£47.32 from PC)

8.3. PC account.  DD.  URM glass.  £25.20 inc £4.20 VAT

8.4. PC account.  Chq 701.  Clerk salary and expenses.  £464.45

8.5. PC account.  Chq 702.  HMRC.  Post office Ltd.  Tax. £36.20

8.6. PC account.  Chq 703.  S1M Home Improvements.  Wenn Evans Centre work.  £416.64

8.7. CP account.  DD.  British Gas.  £50.23 inc £2.39 VAT

8.8. CP Account.  Chq 152.  Roy Cornell.  October work.  £418.50

8.9. CP Account.  Chq 153.  S1M Home Improvements.  Car park work.  £673.58  

9 The following planning applications were discussed:
9.1. NNDC.  PF/16/1192.  Maple Lodge, Grub Street.  One and a half storey dwelling to replace existing mobile home, with retention of existing outbuildings.  The Parish Council agreed to object to this application the condition that suitable sanitary drainage is not available
9.2. NNDC.  PF/16/0860.  2 High House, Church Street. Conversion of barn and stable for residential use.  The Parish Council agreed to support this application subject to conditions as set out in Section 106 detailed in a letter from NNDC (C Ketteringham) to include Felicity and Felicity Field.
10 The following planning decisions were noted:

10.1. NNDC.  PF/16/1342.  Barns at Church Farmhouse, Blacksmiths Lane.  Erection of outbuildings to provide domestic stores and formation of parking area.  Supported
10.2. NNDC.  PF/16/1255.  43 Plovers Cottage, Rollesby Way.  Change of use of land to residential curtilage and stationing of a caravan for the use of annexe accommodation.  Supported
12. Items for the Parish News:
a. None
13. Any other Business

a. The Chairman noted that he had been asked by a group called ‘Fit2Run’ for a contribution towards Hi-Vis running vests.  The group had started in June already had over 30 runners with many followers on social media.  Rather than wait further into the winter months it was AGREED that Clerk could use delegated authority to agree to purchase hi-vis vests up to a value of £100.  The cheque would be paid at the following meeting against a receipt
b. Cllr Burke noted that the school would be open Wednesday morning from 9.30am until 11.30am for an open morning
14. Date of next meeting – Monday 12th November 2016
The meeting closed at 8.55pm
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